[Acidic stress in bacteria].
Information on acidic stress in bacteria, studied not only on the phenomenological, but also molecular and genetic levels, are systematized. Acidic stress in bacteria, appearing as the result of the acidification of the medium, is characterized by many events on the level of gene regulation. An increased expression of some genes and a decreased expression of others result in growth deceleration, quantitative and qualitative changes in the synthesis of proteins. Some of the newly synthesized proteins ensure the survival of bacteria in a medium with higher acidity and their protection from other stresses. The applied importance of acidic stress is relevant to some aspects of biotechnology, immunobiology and medicine.